DESIRE                   201

Desire, of Attraction-Repulsion, and is attracted hither and
thither, repelled from this or that, hurried about among
pleasure and pain-giving objects, as a helmless ship amid the
currents of air and sea.

3. THE RELATION OF DESIRE TO THOUGHT

We have now to consider the relation that Desire bears
to Thought, and see how it first rules and then is ruled by
the latter.

The Pure Reason is the reflexion of the Wisdom-aspect of
the Monad, and appears in the human Spirit as Buddhi. But
it is not the relation of Desire to the Pure Reason with which
we are concerned, for it cannot, in fact, be said to be
directly related to Wisdom, but to Love, the manifestation
of Wisdom on the astral plane. We are to seek rather its
relation to the Activity-aspect of the Monad, showing itself
on the astral plane as sensation and on the mental as
thought. Nor are we even concerned with the Higher Mind,
which is creative Activity, Manas, in its purity ; but with the
distorted reflexion of this, the lower mind. It is this lower
mind which is immediately related to Desire, and is inextri-
cably intermingled with it in human evolution ; so closely
joined, indeed, are they, that we often speak of Kama-
Manas, Desire-Mind, as of a single thing, so rare is it, in the
lower consciousness, to find a single thought which is uninflu-
enced by a desire. " Manas verily is declared to be twofold,
pure and impure ; the impure is determined by desire, the
pure is desire-free." '

1 Bindopanishat, 1.